Medical
programs

Financial assistance is available to students in cer-
tain medical programs, in return for specified periods
of military service. In addition to the programs out-
lined below, the Air Force, Army and Navy offer a sel-
ection of internship and in-service education leading
to advanced professional standing for individuals
already qualified as registered nurses, dieticians,
medical technologists and psychologists. All programs
involve service as a commissioned officer with pay and
allowances commensurate with education and profes-
sional standing in the field of specialization.

Armed Forces Health
Professional Scholarship Program

A total of 5,000 scholarships are available for award
to eligible persons attending accredited medical
schools in the United States or Puerto Rico. Recipients
receive payment of full tuition, most academic ex-
penses and a monthly stipend. Additionally, recipients
receive the full pay and allowances of a second lieute-
nant/ensign during their annual active duty training
period of up to 45 days. The amount of the monthly sti-
pend is adjusted annually to reflect cost of living in-
creases. The service obligation is year for year, with a
minimum obligation of three years. For more informa-
tion and a program fact sheet, contact the Assistant
Secretary of Defense (Health Affairs), The Pentagon,
Washington, B.C. 20301.

Uniformed Services
University of Health Sciences

Civilians and military personnel having a bac-
calaureate degree may apply for a four-year com-
prehensive medical program, which includes clinical
experience at major medical facilities from each of the
services. Course prerequisites are one full year (two
semesters or three quarters) of each of the following:
English, general chemistry, organic chemistry,
physics, general biology and mathematics, plus accept-
able Medical College Admissions Test scores. Ap-
plicants must be U.S. citizens, not older than 28 as of
June 30 in the year they begin the program, and meet
the physical and personal qualifications for a commis-
sion. Tuition is free. Graduates must serve seven years
in one of the armed services or the Public Health
Service. Application can be made through the Director
of Admissions, Uniformed Services University of
Health Sciences, 4301 Jones Bridge Rd., National
Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, Md. 20014.
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The Reserve Officers7 Training Corps (ROTC) pro-
gram is composed of nearly 500 Air Force, Army and
Navy units at public and private colleges and univer-
sities nationwide. The training (elective in most in-
stitutions) consists of two to five hours of military in-
struction per week and some summer training periods.

Advanced ROTC training, during the junior and
senior college years, is optional. Students must qualify
for admission to the advanced course.

ROTC graduates fulfill their military obligations (a
total of eight years) by serving on active duty as
regular or reserve officers from three months to eight
years, or by serving in the National Guard or Reserve
for six to eight years. The remainder of the eight-year
obligation, if not served on active duty, will be served
in the Ready Reserve.

The various ROTC programs are outlined in each
service's section.

Candidate schools

College graduates can earn commissions in the Air
Force, Army, Marine Corps, Navy and Coast Guard
without prior ROTC or other military training
through officer training or officer candidate schools.
See the service sections for details,

Direct appointments

Direct appointments are available to individuals
who are professionally qualified doctors, nurses,
lawyers, chaplains and civil engineers.

Military lawyers must be graduates of a law school
accredited by the American Bar Association (ABA)
and have been admitted to practice law by the highest
court of a state or by a federal court. Coast Guard ap-
plicants who have not passed the bar will be con-
sidered for two year contracts. Selections are com-
petitive and the number of selectees is determined by
the needs of each service. An active duty obligation of
at least two years is incurred upon commissioning.
Coast Guard selectees who have passed the bar incur
a four-year active duty obligation. Lawyers usually
enter active duty as lieutenants (0-2), unless qualified
for a higher rank. Coast Guard applicants are commis-
sioned at the 0-3 lieutenant level only. Under the
Navy's Judge Advocate Corps Student Program, a law
student accepted or enrolled in any year of an ABA-
accredited law school, may participate as an ensign in
the inactive Naval Reserve.

Military chaplains must possess 120 semester hours
of undergraduate credits (or the equivalent) from a col-
lege or university that is listed in the Education
Directory-Colleges and Universities, or have com-
pleted 120 semester hours of credit (or the equivalent)

PROFILE, Jan. 1989ible entrance into one of the service academies.
